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2. Court Orders Fine for Sewer Contamination
3. National Certification Framework for Operators of Potable Water Treatment Facilities 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Excavating and Piling near Sewers, Stormwater Drains and Water Mains QDC 1.4 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Plumbing Newsflash #480 was issued to seek public comment on a proposal to mandate the current Non-Mandatory part 1.4 of the Queensland Development Code (QDC 1.4) - Excavation and Piling near Sewers, Stormwater Drains and Water Mains and have the Building and Development Dispute Resolution Committees (BDDRC) hear appeals on these matters.  

QDC NMP1.4 sets out criteria and performance measures for excavation and piling near sewers, stormwater drains and water mains.  This standard can be applied to all classes of buildings and structures on sites containing sewer and stormwater drainage lines and water mains.   We have asked Building Codes Queensland to review the standard in light of the “Building Over Water Infrastructure Guidelines” created by the industry in 2009. The Guidelines are available on our website: http://www.qldwater.com.au/templates_guidelines.  Members must log in first to access this document.

The Department of Local Government and Planning is seeking feedback on this proposal.  Please provide comments by close of business on Friday 4 November 2011.  Email comments to buildingcodes@dlgp.qld.gov.au “Attention: Mandating QDC NMP 1.4”.  qldwater will be collating an industry response.  If you wish to provide comments through this mechanism please forward comments to hgold@qldwate.com.au by COB Friday 28 October.

The newsflash and the QDC 1.4 is available on our website http://www.qldwater.com.au/ReviewDocuments  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   Court Orders Fine for Sewer Contamination
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cairns Regional Council has successfully prosecuted a business that pumped grease and oil directly into the city’s sewerage system. At the order of Cairns Magistrates Court, the owner of a trade waste collection business was fined $15,000 plus legal costs, after Council officers observed waste material being pumped directly into a Council sewer via a hose in February 2010.

It was the first prosecution involving trade waste under the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 in Queensland and is likely to set a precedent for other councils committed to maintaining best practice sewage treatment methods.

Water samples collected at the time of the contamination showed the highest levels of oil and grease obtained from within Council’s sewer system during the past decade. The fat content can cause the filtration and pump systems to fail, which can result in blockages and localised flooding, posing a significant community health risk.  As the infrastructure is not designed to treat high levels of grease, there is also the risk that it will be released into waterways untreated.

While no significant environmental impact was recorded on this occasion, the successful prosecution should act as a deterrent to other individuals or businesses in the Cairns region and other parts of Queensland.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   National Certification Framework for Operators of Potable Water Treatment Facilities 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Queensland workshops announced – National Certification Framework for Operators of Potable Water Treatment Facilities

As announced in e-flash #133, the National Water Commission has contracted Government Skills Australia to undertake a study and provide recommendations on a national certification framework for potable water treatment plant operators.  

Along with the briefing planned for the qldwater Technical Reference Group Meeting on 21 October, three more sessions have been announced for Townsville (24 Oct), Rockhampton (26 Oct) and Brisbane (27 Oct).

If you are interested in attending, please download the registration form here - http://www.qldwater.com.au/Events.    

Details for enquiries or to submit your completed form are:

Kevin Peachey

Senior Project Officer  (08)9240 2688  

Mobile:   0422 114 944                

Fax:         (08) 9240 2930
Email:      PublicAdministration@eupa.com.au 
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